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Voce, Inc.  

Light Eternal: The Music of Thomas LaVoy 

The Audience Responds! 

We were grateful to see so many of you at our Light Eternal 
concert on March 3rd in between the snow storms!  Here’s 
some feedback from one of our audience members:  “I 
wanted to express my ap-
preciation and admiration 
for yesterday’s performance 
[Light Eternal]. I took my 5 
year old son and he abso-
lutely loved it. This was our 
second Voce performance-
the first being the Messiah 
at St Alban’s back in Decem-
ber. My son has a sensory 
disorder and bringing him to community events can be 
tough. The intimate settings of your performances are per-
fect for him. He really enjoys watching the conducting be-

(Light Eternal  continued on page 2) 

Voce Singer Spotlight: 
Meet Pam Johnson, Alto 

 
Pam Johnson was born into music.  Her piano teacher moth-

er expected her children to 
play instruments and, of 
course, to sing.  By 8th grade, 
Pam was regularly singing with 
the adults in Marinette, Wis-
consin’s Community Choir di-
rected by her step-father.  Ac-
cording to Pam herself, “choral 
music was my first love.  While 
I enjoyed solo singing, there 

was nothing like making music with others - being part of 
something bigger and more beautiful than a single voice 
could ever be.” 
 
When Pam was 13, the world-famous Roger Wagner Cho-
rale came to Marinette for a community concert series.  
After the concert, the singers retired to Pam’s house for a 

(Meet Pam Johnson, continued on page 2) 

Serve Harmony! 

Pamela Frigo Johnson, Alto 

Thomas LaVoy & Mark Singleton 

Voce Goes Global with Signum Records! 
Meet Steve Long, Signum’s Director 

 
Signum Records - a leading British independent label specializing in classi-
cal music and recipient of Label of the Year in the Gramophone Awards 
(2017) – will be releasing Voce’s album “Blessing: the Music of Paul Meal-
or” in March 2020.  Signum, which recently reached a milestone 200 mil-
lion streams for its recordings, was founded by Director Steve Long in 
1997. To visit Signum Records’ website, click here. 

Voce sat down with Steve in March after a performance at Carnegie Hall 
by the Choral Scholars of University College Dublin – one of Signum Rec-
ords’ artists – to talk about Signum and its evolution.  

Today, Signum Records is widely recognized as one of the 
leading independent labels in the world and a champion of 
really, really good music.  But before there was Signum, 
there was Floating Earth, Ltd., 
founded by Steve Long and Mike 
Hatch in 1987 to provide recording 
engineering services to performers.  
“We originally worked with some 
fantastic artists and had 50 to 60 
recordings licensed out to the big 
recording labels,” said Long, “but 
there was increasing frustration 
with the way the labels were promoting the recordings – 
particularly the classical albums.” 

(Signum Records, continued on page 3) 

Join Voce for its Season Finale:  With One Voice 

Featuring Voce’s Music Educators Festival 

May 11, 2019 – 7:30 pm 

St. Patrick – St. Anthony Church 

285 Church Street, Hartford, CT  06103 

To purchase tickets, click here 

Join Voce for a celebration of the works of Whitacre, Ešen-
valds, Mealor, Gjeilo, Kim Andre Arensen and a premiere of a 
work written for Voce by Mike Merrill.  As part of our en-
hanced educational initiative, Voce will be joined for part of 
the program by choirs including Avon High School, Canton 
High School and The Gilbert School, after a day of student 
workshops with Voce.  Read more about the education initia-
tive in this edition of QuarterNotes on page 2! 
 

https://signumrecords.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/with-one-voice-tickets-48889782656


party in the living room where scores of Handel’s Messiah mi-
raculously appeared and Pam got to sing the masterpiece with 
the Roger Wagner Chorale.  “That was it.  I knew that choral 
singing would always be a central part of my life!” 
 
When Pam moved to Connecticut, she found herself singing 
with a vocal jazz group called “Grand Central” which special-
ized in Manhattan Transfer-style arrangements.  “We were 
quite good,” Pam recalled.  “We actually opened for Buddy 
Hackett in New Haven and Dave Brubeck in Fairfield!” Pam 
also got involved with Hartford’s professional choral scene, 
singing at Center Church in Hartford and for conductor/
composer Paul Halley. Pam joined Concora under Richard 
Coffey and continues to sing for Concora under the direction 
of Chris Shepherd.  She also joined the Woodland Scholars 
under Larry Allen, which  became Voce when Mark Singleton 
was appointed its Artistic Director in 2005. 
  
Pam joined Voce in its second year (2007) and quickly became 
the Alto Section Principal.  “Section Principals are responsible 
for leading sectional rehearsals, providing feedback to the 
singers in their sections and working with them to make sure 
that the section is fitting into the texture of the entire group,” 

Pam explains.  “Mark relies heavily on a teamwork approach 
which is one of my fa-
vorite things about Voce:  
The emphasis is always 
on working with each 
other in an open, very 
respectful way to get to 
the best result.” 
  
Music is also a big part 
of Pam’s work for St. 
Patrick – St. Anthony 
Church.  “While I am primarily the church’s Business Manager, 
I am also a section leader in the choir, a cantor and a choir 
director!”  Pam directs The Kid’s Chorale, a youth choir that 
sings at Christmas and Easter.  Singers return year after year 
and by 8th grade, some join the adult Treble Clef Choir, which 
Pam also directs. 
 
“Pam’s singing and leadership have been a critical part of 
Voce’s musical growth and success,” said Artistic Director 
Mark Singleton.  “She also brought us into St. Patrick – St. An-
thony’s beautiful sanctuary where we now perform most of 
our concerts.  Our gratitude to Pam, to the church, its leader-
ship and to the parish goes well beyond words.”                         

(Meet Pam Johnson, continued from page 1) 

Voce’s First Music Educators Festival – May 11, 2019 
 
Voce is looking forward to welcoming four high school 
choirs - Avon, Canton, The Gilbert School and The Canter-
bury School - and voice students from other schools to the 
First Annual Voce Music Educators Festival on Saturday, May 
11, 2019.  Approximately 150 students will spend the day in 
rehearsals and intensive workshops with Voce. 
 
The Festival has been carefully crafted by Voce’s music edu-
cators to provide student groups with insight into how a 
professional choir works, as well as providing in-depth learn-
ing and performance opportunities.  To start, student 
groups will perform in a workshop setting and receive feed-
back from Mark Singleton, Voce’s section principals and 
singers.  Student singers will also observe Mark and Voce as 
they work with other groups in the same fashion and hear 
the results as feedback is incorporated.  
 
Next, students will work with Voce and Mark in sectionals 
and full rehearsals as they polish works for Saturday 
evening’s concert.  “The benefit of this is two-fold,” says 
Andrew Brochu, Voce’s Education Coordinator.  “They will 
be immersed in the Voce sound and they will see that, even 
at the highest level, pros can be humble, caring and selfless 
in the process.” 

(Festival, continued on page 3) 

 

cause it’s so smooth and calm. Not many 5 year olds can 
identify nearly all the parts of the Messiah, but my guy can, 
so being able to bring him to witness such amazing talent in 
person is truly spectacular! Thank you for sharing the amaz-
ing gift of your group and all their amazing voices. We look 
forward to many more performances.”  As Thomas LaVoy 
wrote, “to make a difference in one life, any life, is at the 
heart of it all.” 

Voce fell in love with Thomas LaVoy’s music, and it appears 
the feeling was mutual!  Thomas wrote, after our dress re-
hearsal with him, that Voce is “one of the great American 
choirs. I cannot believe how fortunate I am to work 
with Voce, Inc. and Mark Singleton - tonight's rehearsal was 
a dream that I did not want to wake up from.”  We so look 
forward to working with you again, Thomas! 

(Light Eternal , continued from page 1)  

Pam rehearsing with Vocefor the LaVoy  Concert 

Composer Thomas LaVoy Artistic Director Mark Singleton 



In the late 1990s, Long and Floating Earth were approached by 
a choral group seeking to record the complete choral works of 
Thomas Tallis.  “This was hours and hours of music, a multi-
year project, and the total cost of recording the works was 
prohibitive,” Long recalled.  Both parties recognized that 
“none of the existing labels were likely to champion the under-
taking.”  After hard consideration, Long suggested that “if the 
choral group would cover the artistic costs of making the re-
cording, including payment of the singers,” Long would take 
care of the production and distribution.  And Signum Records 
was born. 

Since its founding in 1997, Signum has amassed a catalogue of 
over 600 titles and continues to release more than 50 new 
recordings each year. At a time when many major record la-
bels have simply disappeared, Signum is well known for suc-
cessfully producing and promoting early music, choral and or-
chestral recordings (including such artists as The King’s Sing-
ers, Alessio Bax, Julian Bliss, Philharmonia Orchestra, James 
Rhodes, Gabrieli Consort & Players under Paul McCreesh and 
Tenebrae).  Signum has also expanded its artists to include 
exciting performers in the jazz and World music genres.  It reg-
ularly partners with Floating Earth, which continues to expand 
its services and today is the leading production and engineer-
ing specialist service provider in Europe.  That partnership has 
resulted in consistently outstanding recordings, including 
award-winners (Grammys™, Gramophone and BBC Music 
Magazine Awards, BAFTAs and an Oscar) and 5-star reviews. 

 

How has Signum thrived as an independent label championing 
early music and classical offerings?  “We’re thriving because 
we’re an independent label,” says Long.  “We aren’t a cog in a 
large corporate machine with many different agendas, which 
means we’re in a position to take on excellent performers 
from different genres, focus on them and promote them 
properly.  It turns out that really good music, properly pro-
duced, promoted and distributed, sells – no matter when it 
was written.”  Long added that Signum artists are streaming in 
over 170 countries, and that it is currently selling hard copy 
CDs in over 20 countries.  Signum has also benefited from a 
recent upturn of hard copy sales in the UK (up 10% in 2018) as 
well as growing sales through streaming. 

Voce is fortunate to be working with a label so deeply com-
mitted to quality.  “We are delighted to be expanding our 
artists roster in the US and delighted that we are soon to in-
clude Voce in our line up,” said Long. 

In addition to his work with Floating Earth and Signum, Long – 
who discovered at a young age that “there was a future in 
hitting things” – is a highly-regarded percussionist who has 
worked with all of the major UK Orchestras and appeared on 
many recordings, including a Grammy Award-winning CD with 
Eric Whitacre on the Decca label.  But, as Voce learned at Car-
negie Hall on March 15th, don’t look for his name in the pro-
gram.  His creativity is borne out in his stage name – Gary 
Lovenest – which is an anagram of Steve Long!  We think Voce 
is in excellent hands. 

(Signum Records, continued from page 1) 

              QuarterNotes - What do you think so far? 
 
We hope you enjoy the second edition of QuarterNotes - 
Voce’s quarterly newsletter.  We believe your experience at 
our concerts will be richer if you know a bit more about us, 
our musicians, and our music and education missions.  We also 
want your feedback—not just about the newsletter, but about  

 
our performances, programming and goals for the future.  We 
look forward to hearing from you!  See you on May 11th at St. 
Patrick—St. Anthony Church! 
 
 Tom Cooke, President - thoscooke2@gmail.com 
 Voce Board of Directors  

Voce’s Generous Season Sponsors: 

Finally, the students will per-
form with Voce in the even-
ing, including a joint perfor-
mance of Ola Gjeilo’s “The 
Ground” with string quartet.  
“Our goal is to provide a 
meaningful learning experi-
ence and to share with the 
students not only what a pro-
fessional group sounds like, 
but how it works to prepare 
its repertoire,” said Artistic 
Director Mark Singleton. 

 
“Some of Voce’s current sing-
ers joined us after singing 
with us in their high school 
and collegiate choirs,” said 
Voce Board President Tom 
Cooke.  Cooke added that 
Voce plans to expand the Fes-
tival to other high school 
groups based on its experi-
ence with this first year.  “We 
think this experience will help 
to prepare and inspire the 
next generation of profes-
sional singers.” 

(Festival, Continued from page 2) 

mailto:thoscooke2@gmail.com


Conductors Tobias Wolf and Mark Singleton 

with composer Paul Mealor in Aberdeen 

Date and Location Event Voce Musicians Involved Information 

April 6 - 7:30 pm  
St. Bernard Church 
25 St. Bernard Terrace 
Rockville, CT  06066  

The Vernon Chorale 
 

Dueling Composers 
 

Ticket info: (860) 375-0545  

Ehren Brown, Conductor 
Liz Bologna, Conducting Fellow 

The concert will feature pieces that 
use the same text, set by different 
composers. 

April 6-1:00 & 7:00 pm 
Mortensen Hall at the 
Bushnell 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hartford Symphony 
Harry Potter and the 

Prisoner of Azkaban in  
Concert 

Tickets here 

Meredith Neuman, Anna 
Koogler and Annelise Ellers 
(with Schola Cantorum) 
Mark Singleton (with Primi Voci) 

The movie will be accompanied  by 
live orchestra and singers! 

April 21 - 9:00 am 
Cathedral of St. Joseph 
 140 Farmington Ave 
Hartford, CT 06105  

The Cathedral Schola 
Cantorum 

Easter Sunday Concert 
Bach at the Cathedral 

Meredith Neuman, Conductor 
Liz Bologna, soloist 
Anna Koogler 
Annelise Ellers 

Featuring Bach Cantata No. 
29 Sinfonia and Cantata No. 4 Christ 
Lag in Todesbanden  

April 27 - 9:00 am 
Rentschler Field 
615 Silver Ln 
East Hartford, CT 06118  

National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society  Annual "Walk 

MS"   

Jennifer McCann, soloist for Na-
tional Anthem at Ribbon Cutting 
and Kick-Off 

Still time to donate or sign up to 
walk with friends! Click here for in-
formation! 
 

June 1 - 7:30 pm 
St. John’s Episcopal 
Church 
523 Hartford Turnpike 
Vernon, CT 06066  

The Vernon Chorale 
 

Choral Tapestry 
 

Ticket info: (860) 375-0545  

Liz Bologna,  Conducting Fellow, 
will conduct 

The concert will feature works by 
Dale Trumbore, Andrea Ramsey, 
Ruth Watson Henderson, and more, 
as well as solos from the Vernon 
Chorale singers.  

What else are Voce’s musicians up to this quarter? 

Portions of the Alto and Bass Sections—Light Eternal Concert 

Portions of the Soprano and Tenor Sections—Light Eternal Concert Basses—can’t take them anywhere! 

https://hartfordsymphony.org/concerts-tickets/concerts/events-listing/
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/Chapters/CTN/Calendar?catids=0&m=4&y=2019&zip=06107

